FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

January 4, 2008 
Foundation for Chinese Performing Arts

presents

HUNG-KUAN CHEN 陳宏寬, Piano

Works by Messiaen, Schubert, Beethoven

Sunday, February 10, 2008 at 2 PM

Stern Auditorium/Perelman Stage

Carnegie Hall

“the performance was a stupendous display of power, speed,

stamina, and color…..the playing of a master.”







Richard Dyer, Boston Globe, 2006

The Foundation for Chinese Performing Arts presents the acclaimed pianist Hung-Kuan Chen陳宏寬 in debut concert on Sunday, February 10, 2008 at 2 PM at the Stern Auditorium/Perelman Stage of Carnegie Hall.  Mr. Chen, a prize winner of international competitions and recipient of a prestigious Avery Fisher Hall Career Grant, will perform works by Messiaen, Schubert and Beethoven.  His complete program is:


Olivier Messiaen
“Le Baiser” from “Vingt Regards sur l’Enfant Jesus”

Franz Schubert
Sonata in B-flat Major, D. 960


Ludwig van Beethoven
Sonata in F-flat Major, Op. 106 “Hammerklavier”

Tickets priced from $20 to $55 are on sale at the Carnegie Hall Box Office, by calling CarnegieCharge 212-247-7800 or online at www.carnegiehall.org.  $10 student discount tickets are on sale at the box office.  Tickets by mail order and further information on his pre-Carnegie Hall concerts in Boston are also available at: www.ChinesePerformingArts.net (no service fee).

Hung-Kuan Chen is one of the great personalities of the music world: enigmatic, brilliant and versatile. He is a pianist of uncompromising individuality and a remarkably inspiring pedagogue. Born in Taipei, Taiwan and raised in Germany, Mr. Chen’s early studies fostered strong roots in Germanic Classicism which he tempered with the sensibility of Chinese philosophy: the result is a dynamic and imaginative artistry. He is regarded as an extraordinary interpreter of Beethoven’s music.
One of the most decorated pianists of his generation, Mr. Chen won top prizes in the Arthur Rubinstein, the Busoni and the Geza Anda International Piano Competitions, along with prizes in the Queen Elisabeth, Montreal, Van Cliburn, and Chopin  International Competition.  He has appeared in the music capitals of Asia, Europe and the Americas and collaborated with many major orchestras including Houston, Baltimore, Israel, Montréal, Pittsburgh, the Tonhalle, San Francisco and Shanghai. Mr. Chen has performed with highly esteemed conductors; Hans Graf, Christoph Eschenbach, George Cleve, Josef Silverstein, Andrew Parrett and Sui Lan; and colleagues including Yo-Yo Ma, Cho-Liang Lin, Roman Totenberg, Denes Zsigmondy, Bion Tsang, Anthony Gigliotti, David Shifrin, Laurence Lesser and pianists Tema Blackstone and Pi-hsien Chen. 

Mr. Chen is Chair of the Piano Department of the Shanghai Conservatory and is the Director of the International Piano Academy in Shanghai. Prior to this he joined the faculty of Boston University, New England Conservatory Preparatory and was a Distinguished Artist in Residence at Mount Royal Conservatory in Canada. Mr. Chen has adjudicated International Piano Competitions and has taught and performed in the annual music festival for the Foundation for Chinese Performing Arts in Boston since 1993.
In 1992 Hung-Kuan Chen suffered an injury to his hand which caused neurological damage and eventually resulted in Focal Dystonia. Through Qi Gong meditation and his own unique research he was able to heal and return to his life as a concert artist. His first post-accident solo recital in March of 1998 received rave reviews and he was described as a transformed artist.  Following his 2006 Jordan Hall concert, Richard Dyer wrote in The Boston Globe,” Hung-Kuan Chen is back in prime technical form after years of struggle following an injury, but those years have made him a different pianist, and a better one.”

In addition to this Carnegie Hall concert, Mr. Chen is playing this season in San Francisco, Boston, Shanghai, Guangzhou, and other major cities worldwide.
Established in 1989, the Foundation for Chinese Performing Arts is a non-profit organization for promoting Asian artists through music and performing arts. Over 75 concerts were presented at major venues in Boston and New York by renowned musicians including  Fou Ts’ong, Yo Yo Ma, Cho-liang Lin, Wu Man, Tan Dun, Bright Sheng, and Lang Lang to name a few.  The Foundation’s annual All-American Youth Chinese Brush Painting and Calligraphy Competition and the Music Festival at Walnut Hill are in their 18th year. These two programs are regarded as major school events in US and abroad.  Contact: www.ChinesePerformingArts.net. 781-259-8195. 3 Partridge Lane, Lincoln, MA 01773. Cathy Chan, Founder and President. Foundation@ChinesePerformingArts.net
Hung-Kuan Chen is represented by Blackstone Artists Management, Inc.

Hung-Kuan Chen will also appear at:
Feb. 3, 2008, 8 pm at Boston University Concert Hall (free admission)
Feb. 4, 2008, 7 pm at Boston University Master class (for BU students)
Feb. 5, 2008, 8 pm at Emmanuel Church Boston ($25 general admission, $10 student)

Tickets are available at door and online at www.ChinesePerformingArts.net
